Sustainable Building Alliance
26 Sunbelt Crescent Box 195

Takaka 7142

7 October 2007

Dear Potential Eco Neighbourhood Homeowner,

We’re very pleased and encouraged by your interest and participation in our forming affordable housing Eco Neighbourhood here in Golden Bay; a place where we know our neighbours and are thoughtful and considerate of one another. 
It is our belief that what we’re embarking on together is a major contribution to a more balanced, stronger, vibrant community here in the Bay, a town that will prosper! Young people and essential service workers are vital to keeping our town healthy. Recent census data shows we are an aging group of people in a place where land and home prices have soared out of reach for many who’d like to raise families and work here. Our hopes are that this project will inspire more of this type of work throughout Golden Bay!
As you may understand, there are still many details and unknowns that have yet to be worked out, and suffice to say, we all understand this is a big project. As professionals, we would like to reassure you that over the last 15 years we’ve experienced other large construction projects that at times have seemed daunting in scope. We have completed every one successfully and some award winning as well.
Out of these amazing strawbale builds has come lasting friendships and relationships that have repeatedly demonstrated the synergy and momentum of good people with positive vision and action. We believe we have this here.
At this time we’d like to reiterate Sustainable Building Alliance’s (SBA) verbal understanding that we have with you and ask that you correct any misinformation you might hear in town concerning our developing Eco Neighbourhood of affordable strawbale homes primarily for young families and essential service workers:
· Our goal is to purchase from Philip and Rose Windle up to 12 hectares of land classified with ‘Soil Grade C or D’ in the TDC designated area known as Central Takaka which is between the general area of the Fair Grounds to approximately Glen View Road. No specific pieces of land have been identified at this time though our hopes are to be connected by about a 1 kilometer footpath into town.

· The timeline for breaking ground and project completion is not known at this time. The ‘Proposed Variation 57’ deadline was 24 September, 2007 and is one of the potentially significant steps towards being allowed to build on this property; discrepancies of support or opposition could lengthen the process as well as the upcoming elections.
· Our purchase price has not been identified at this time. There has never been an expectation or conversation about a donation of this land.
· We believe there is a clear understanding that SBA is aiming at significantly reducing the price of homeownership within this project. Unlike conventional developers, we are not motivated by financial profit. SBA will earn money in the specialized architectural design aspect of building and serving as the general contractor. We will build our home and live in the neighbourhood.
· Our intention is to build three separated, unique Eco Neighbourhood Models, all to code, of which each will be comprised of approximately 10 strawbale, zero-energy homes on the entire 12 hectares; each home will have clear title of both house and the section on which it’s built along with identification of ‘common land’; all efforts of design and land ownership are modeled on quality of life and affordability. In accord to these principles, we are considering implementing a Land Trust agreement for ‘common land’.

· ‘Common land’ will be used to primarily grow food; provide green belts and privacy buffers; children’s play areas; road access & parking and shared services; and a site for an “Environment Trust Centre” building;.
· The “Environment Trust Centre” building containing a Technical Library for Community Self Reliance & Sustainability, economical office spaces with shared services and classrooms will be part of the complex including a Neighbourhood Common Room with Dining Area/multipurpose classroom and meeting area; café and bakery; art gallery/cottage industry gift shop/bookstore. This will function as a charitable trust and no part of this building complex will be financed by homeowners.
· Sustainable Building Alliance will not finance mortgages. All potential homeowners must qualify for bank loans or finance in other ways their monies to build their home and buy the according land. Both Bank of New Zealand and Westpac Bank will loan 100% of monies needed to construct a SBA strawbale home and will also carry the home insurance policy. It is very possible Kiwi Bank will do this as well although we have not spoken to anyone there yet. We will make an effort to cluster mortgages to the same institution in order to try to broker lower interest rates. Prometheus, whose principles include to: “Combine social and environmental responsibility with business success” is also interested in our project. (www.prometheus.co.nz)
We will be out of the country from 09 October, returning 08 November 2007. You may reach us via email at:   michael@sustainable-building.co.nz 









Kindly,


www.sustainable-building.co.nz


Michael and Spring Thomas
